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A Night of Recognition 
Over 120 people gathered at Receptions Eastgate on November 2 to honor those from Clermont DD and the 

community who have made an impact on individuals with disabilities over the past year.  The first annual 

Clermont DD Recognition Dinner was a night of fun and laughter, while celebrating the dedication of those who 

give so much to our agency. 

 

The event emcee was Kathy Lehr, Communications Director for the Clermont County Office of Public 

Information.  Kathy did an outstanding job of saluting those who make a difference in the lives of so many in our 

community.  Award judges were communications and public relations directors from surrounding counties:  Jenny 

Dexter, Hamilton DDS; Dawn McKenna, Warren County DD; and Wendy Planicka, Butler DD.  Many thanks to 

everyone who made this night such a success! 

 

From left:  Superintendent Sharon Woodrow; Deron and Peggy Dean, Providers of the Year; Larry Gilland, Gorman Heritage Farm, Friends 
of DD Award; Coleton Begley, Little Caesars Pizza, Business Partner of the Year; Chuck Melampy, Gorman Heritage Farm; Mille Apgar, 

Volunteer of the Year; Rick Herzog, Gorman Heritage Farm; Rhonda Bocks, Triumph Award Winner; Gil Moser, Gorman Heritage Farm; 

Amy Jones, Self-Advocate of the Year; Zach Malec, Friends of DD Award; Denise and Mark Strimple, Foater Parents of the Year; Jay Wil-
liams, Advocate of the Year; State Rep. Joe Uecker; State Rep. Danny Bubp; Harry Snyder, Clermont DD Board President; Kathy Lehr, 

Recognition Dinner Emcee. 
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From the Superintendent  
Sharon Woodrow 

Happy Holidays!  Regardless of your traditions, we, at the Clermont County 

Board of DD, hope that your 2012 is prosperous, happy, and peaceful.   

Just a few minor notes: 

 

Our Public Hearing will be at 4:30 pm on December 12 ï just before our last 

board meeting for 2011.  This is your opportunity to provide input for our 2012 

strategic plan.  You may attend our meeting which will be held at the Wildey 

Center, or you may call any of us or send an email.  Emails should be sent to 

ldavis@clermontdd.org.   

 

Our board, staff and our Long Range Planning Committee have worked very 

hard to develop a plan for 2012 that wisely uses our resources and provides the 

most opportunities to the individuals with DD in our community.  Please contact 

Lisa Davis for a copy of that draft if you would like to see it.  We will have a 

final copy ready in late January. 

 

As nice as the weather has been in November, itôs hard to imagine that we could be facing snowy/icy weather soon, 

but unfortunately that is the reality.  Donôt forget that we will be utilizing the One Call system again and you should 

receive a phone call with a recorded message explaining about closings, delays, or transportation changes.   

 

Please donôt hesitate to contact us with your questions, concerns, or comments.  We love hearing from you.  See 

you in the New Year. 

 

My Big Trip to Mammoth Caves  
Marty Fey 

 

A couple of days ago, I went to Mammoth Cave, Kentucky.  Itôs not far from Louisville, Kentucky where I grew up 

in Fort Knox, Kentucky.  Itôs a military base where my dad was a staff sergeant.  I still call Kentucky my home 

state.  I went to normal schools when I was there.   

 

When we got to the caves it was awesome to explore them.  It was a very exciting trip for me to take--none of my 

family has been there before.  

 

We went to a town called Cave City.  It was a really nice town.  We had a really nice bed and breakfast place to 

stay for the weekend and we did a lot of fun things, not only go to the caves.  We went shopping, we ate out at a 

real A & W fountain shop.  It was really nice.   Me and a couple of 

my camp girlfriends thought there was something very funny on 

their menu.  They had a meal called Big Papaéwe started laughing 

about it! 

 

On our last day before we headed back to our home state, we 

stopped at a place called Kentucky Down Under.  It was really 

nice, and we had a lot of fun doing it.  I did a lot of things.  Some 

of us got some things from their gift shop like some memorables.  

Me and my cousin got some fudge; so did some of our friends.  It 

was also one of our friendôs birthday. 


