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It was a bittersweet evening on May 28, as four students reminisced about their previous school 

years and caught a glimpse of their future during the Wildey School graduation.  Over 100 

people were in attendance to celebrate with them. 
 

Superintendent Dan Ottke welcomed the audience and congratulated the students on their 

academic successes.  Former superintendent Don Collins presented the Donald A. Collins 

Achievement Award to Jill Bockenstette for her outgoing personality and hard work over the 

years.  Carla Tobergte, Wildey Speech Pathologist and President of the Clermont County 

Special Education Association, presented each student with a gift on behalf of the CCSEA.  

Local school district representatives were in attendance to present student diplomas including 

Cindy Jacobs, Batavia Student Services Director, and Chuck Boothby, West Clermont Special 

Education Supervisor.  State Representative Doug Green and former Board member Tom 

Wildey were in attendance.  Erin Wiehe, a Clermont DD Volunteer, ended the ceremony with a 

musical tribute.   
 

Walt Disney once said, “All our dreams come true...if we have the courage to pursue them.”   

Good luck on your chosen paths, Graduates; we look forward to seeing your accomplishments 

as you fulfill your dreams!                                                        (Additional pictures, Pages 4 & 5) 

The Past, Present, and Future...All in One Night 
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From the Superintendent  
Dan Ottke 

It feels like it was just yesterday, that we were dealing with the 

snow and ice of February.  Now school is out and we got to 

celebrate with four Wildey graduates.  It’s amazing how time 

flies.  We are excited for the graduates and their families and 

we look forward to next school year to welcome back our 

former students and new students.  With the summer comes the 

opportunity to work with our Bridges to Transition students as 

they use the summer to learn work skills and prepare 

themselves for the work world after they graduate.   

 

Also this summer we are anticipating to hear about how we 

(along with our community partners) may have to adapt the 

services that individuals receive based on new Federal requirements for home and community 

based services.   While in anticipation of getting some more information about these new 

requirements, along with anticipating the outcome of the State biennium budget, I am planning 

on holding two community forums on July 21, 2015 at the Wildey Center gym.  One session 

will be held at 1:30 p.m. and the other will be at 6:30 p.m.  These sessions will be open to 

individuals served, family members, guardians, and providers to hear about some of the 

proposed changes and how Clermont County DD will work with everyone to better understand 

some of these anticipated changes.   

 

I feel it is very important that with these changes we take into account what individuals, 

families, guardians, and providers have to say about how this impacts their lives. I feel it is 

important that we hear about what Clermont County DD is doing well to support them through 

these changes, what we could be doing better and what concerns people have about some of the 

changes and what can be done to address them.  So with that goal in mind, we will be holding 

multiple focus groups at Libraries around the county in the month of August to hear from our 

constituents.  The information gleaned from these focus groups will be used as we begin our 

planning for 2016 and beyond.  We will be notifying every one of these opportunities to 

participate at the July 21 information sessions with opportunities to sign up for a focus group 

that is convenient to attend.   

 

Please pay close attention to our website for more details at www.clermontdd.org. 

 

Hoping everyone has a great summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 Dan Ottke, Superintendent  

http://www.clermontdd.org
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(Only people that RSVP’d  are permitted to attend)  

July 13, 20, 
27 and 

August 3 

 

*Fitness Club 6:00-7:00 P.M. $30 (cost 
covers 4 
weeks) 

Wildey Center 
 
 

 

July 15 *Dinner on the 
Road 

5:00-7:00 P.M. $15.00 Golden Corral  
Eastgate 

July 21 Movie TBA $5.50 Milford Cinemas 

July 23 *Ice Cream Social 6:00-7:00 P.M. Cost is based 
on how much 

you eat!!  

Sweet Frog 
Eastgate next to Jungle 

Jims 

July 26– 
August 1 

Clermont County 
Fair 

   

Congratulations to Chase Holland, whose family recently      

purchased an accessible van!  Chase’s mother worked tirelessly 

to raise money for the van and its modifications.  In doing so, 

she raised over $20,000! 

STOP BY THE   PAGING BOOTH AND  SAY HELLO!!! 
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Graduation Highlights 
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The Class of 2015 
 Jawad Sami Badawi—Jawad is the son of Karen Malott-Badawi and Sami Badawi and is the grandson of Gary and 

Mary Ann Malott.  Jawad began attending Wildey School at the age of 4 in the preschool program.  He has loved going to 

Wildey where he has grown into a mature adult.  Jawad has done great with the different transitions he has experienced over the 

years.  He has been in several different classrooms and has had several different teachers.  Jawad has been able to count on his 

assistant Kim Lodwick, who has worked with him for the past 9 years.   

 Jawad loved school field trips, especially the Newport Aquarium. He loved fish and worked many times throughout 

the day, so he could watch the fish swim at school or in videos.  He learned the ability to work on jobs for long periods of time 

and to type his name and address.  Jawad was a member of the Wildey Comets basketball team and has competed in Special 

Olympics.  In his spare time, he loves taking rides in the truck, going to Grandma and Grandpa’s, and trips to the lake. Jawad 

has a go-cart that he enjoys riding.  After graduation, Jawad will be participating in the Grow, Inc. program in Georgetown . He 

will be missed by the staff and students of Wildey.   

 Jill Shannon Bockenstette—Jill is the daughter of Tom and Shannon and sister to Beau.  She attended Wildey since 

2007 and was a very social and happy girl!  She had several teachers while at Wildey who all loved working with her.  When 

not at school, Jill enjoyed trips with her mom and dad.  They went everywhere with Jill, including eating out—one of Jill’s  

favorites.  When at home, she enjoyed listening to music. 

 Jill was in Pam Perrotti’s classroom for two years, and she was known as the “Princess of the Room.”  She enjoyed 

swimming, going to the sensory room, and mealtimes at school.  Jill loved school field trips to the symphony, the aquarium, and 

bowling. She liked special events at Wildey such as breakfast with Santa, “Trick or Treat,” and the end-of-the-year All       

American Parade. 

 Jill will miss riding the bus to school and seeing her friends and staff, who have been such a big part of her life and 

growth these years at Wildey.  She will be attending a community day program several days a week after graduation.   

 Eric Kiemun Burton—Eric is a resident at Southwest Ohio Developmental Center, where he lives with different 

roommates.  He began attending Wildey School in 2011 and had two different teachers who learned so much about him.  Eric 

enjoyed being on the move at school.  He was a great worker who made tremendous progress over the years.  Since attending 

Wildey, he became a good communicator and enjoyed being curious of everything around him. 

 Eric loved to walk around and hum to the beats of songs, using various objects as drums; staff and students enjoyed 

listening to him sing and try to figure out the song.  Eric loved for staff to chase him around as he yelled, “tickle my feet.”  He 

always had a smile on his face and had a way of making people around him smile and laugh.     

 When not at school, Eric enjoyed trips to McDonald’s and walking around  while listening to music.  Upon            

graduation, Eric will attend the Donald A Collins Center through Clermont County DD.   

 

 Johnny Allen Staton—Johnny is the son of Paula and Doug Staton.  He is the brother of Carmen, Michael, and Doug.   

Johnny began attending Wildey School in 2003.   His favorite activities at school were swimming and listening to books on 

tape/CD.  Johnny enjoyed working with Ms. Lorry and would often laugh out loud at her humor.  Johnny also enjoyed music 

time and working with Ms. Carla, the Speech Therapist.   

 When not at school, Johnny enjoyed camping, swimming and vacations at the beach. The activity does not really  

matter; he just enjoys time spent with his family.   

 Johnny was a good friend to all who knew him. He will be missed by his classmates and the staff at Wildey.  Johnny 

will be spending his days with his family and camping on the weekends.  
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Our 2nd Annual Levy Golf Outing will be held on Saturday, 

August 8, 2015.  This year’s event takes place at the Cedar 

Trace Golf Club near Owensville and includes breakfast, raffle, 

prizes, and lunch. 

 

Individual Golfers:  $75 

Foursomes:  $300 

 

Sponsorship Levels  

  Patron:  $50  Bronze: $500  

  Hole:     $100  Silver:   $1,000 

  Contest: $100  Gold:     $2,500 

Event:  $5,000 

 

To participate as a golfer or sponsor, email                             

clermontddlevy@gmail.com or visit our website at                     

clermontddlevy.com. 

 
 

This 1/2 page ad paid for by the Committee to Support People with Disabilities; Gerald Werring, Treasurer. 

Clermont DD and the “Clermont DD Empowers Me” non-profit board is excited to present a    
Catfishing Tournament this fall.  This is a family-friendly weekend event that takes place      
September 12 and 13 at East Fork State Park (both sides of the lake). 
 
Registration, rules, and info packet can be found at empowersmeboard.org.  Fishing by boat 
and from the bank is available.  Fee categories:  one day adult: $25; two day adult: $35; one 
day youth under 16: $13; two day youth under 16: $20.   
 
Prizes will be given hourly to the biggest catfish in four categories (adult fishing from bank, 
adult from boat, youth from bank, youth from boat).  Vendor space and sponsorships are    
available by contacting James Taylor:  jtaylor@clermontdd.org or (513) 304-2018. 
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A Bidding War? 

Our thanks to Sheriff Tim and Judge Kathleen     

Rodenberg, who attended the Party for the Planet at 

the Cincinnati Zoo along with staff from the Wildey 

Adult Services program. 

 

Kim Fussnecker and her art crew painted “The 

March of the Elephants” on a rain barrel for the  

Regional Storm Water Collaborative this spring.  

On April 23, the rain barrel was auctioned off 

(along with 50 others) to raise money for Save    

Local Waters.  The auction took place at the       

Cincinnati Zoo during their Earth Day celebration.  

The Rodenbergs placed a bid and thought they 

would receive a call the next day to tell them where to pick up their rain barrel; however, they 

received no call, so we can only assume that they had a little competition in the silent auction.  

A bidding war for OUR rain barrel???  Who knew?!!!! 

 

What a great project this was...we can’t wait to submit an art proposal for the 2016 contest.  We 

might just get the opportunity to participate again! 

Local 12 Spotlights Local Star 
Aaron Strait of Miami Township is a star.  He works at Panera Bread in 

Milford and features his artwork in local businesses throughout the    

community.  In early May, he allowed Clermont DD to film him at work as 

part of an awareness campaign for the Southwestern Ohio Council of          

Governments (SWO COG).  Now, he’s a star on three different TV stations! 

 

SWO COG is made up of Butler, Warren, Hamilton, and Clermont DD    

programs.  During our March Awareness Month campaign,   Aaron and 

three other representatives (from the other three counties) were featured 

on billboards in all four counties.  An account executive from Local 12 saw 

these billboards and approached us with a Public Service Announcement 

package that was too good to pass up.   

 

The PSAs have been filmed and are running at peak times on three       

different stations (Local 12, The CW, and Star64).  Watch one of these  

stations, and you just might see Aaron at work.  The ads will run through December, so you have plenty 

of time to catch him in action.    

 

Thank you, Aaron, for being our star AND for setting the bar so high for those seeking community      

employment.  Your work ethic is amazing, and it shows in your PSA! 
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Many thanks to Loveland American Legion! 
 

The annual Momma and Poppa Kern All American Picnic was held on Wednesday, May 20 at the Loveland 

Legion.  Although it was cloudy, cold, and a little rainy, the friendship was warm and cozy!  The Ladies 

Auxiliary, Legion Members, and Sons of the Legion served dinner THEN surprised us with a check for $1,000 for 

the Clermont DD Activity Fund.   

 

Loveland Legion, we salute you for being such wonderful volunteers! 


