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First and foremost, The Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities is celebrating the 

news that the Clermont DD Replacement Levy, Issue 5, passed on March 15, 2016 with 67% 

approval.  Issue 5 asked voters to replace a .4 mill levy originally passed in 1979, and a 1 mill levy 

originally passed in 1980.  With approval the two levies will now combine into one levy moving 

forward and will cost property owners an additional $35 per $100,000 of home value.  The passage 

of the levy will help maintain the much needed services for individuals with Developmental 

Disabilities and Intellectual Disabilities in Clermont County plus help to responsibly address some 

growing waiting lists.  On behalf of the Board, I want to say thank you to all the individuals, family 

members, guardians, staff, and other community stakeholders that contributed of their time and 

resources to make the campaign a success.  We also would be remiss if we didn’t sincerely thank the 

voters and citizens of Clermont County who overwhelmingly supported this ballot initiative.  We 

promise to be good stewards of these resources.   

On March 29, I had the privilege of meeting with representatives from many private providers in our 

community to begin discussing how we can work together to address some of the future changes 

that we see coming in regards to service provision.  Topics that were discussed included: Integrated 

Services; Employment First; Conflict Free Case Management; and serving individuals with intensive 

needs.  This discussion was more introductory to get a feel for what understanding and questions 

everyone had about some of the changes that are on the horizon.  The intent is to use this meeting 

as a jumping off point for future discussions that will become more focused in nature.  I am thankful 

to the providers that came to this meeting, and am hopeful we can get more involved in future 

discussions.   

Finally, as I did last year, I will be taking opportunities to go out and meet with individuals, families, 

and other stakeholders to hear about how things are going when it comes to services in Clermont 

County.  I will be scheduling some more Superintendent Forums in late 

April/early May at our local libraries, and will also hold another forum in July 

to share the most up to date information about things happening here at 

the local level, as well as, at the State and Federal level.  Also with the 

passage of the levy, we are interested in hearing from those we serve about 

service gaps or things we can be doing better, more efficiently or effectively.  

Please remember to refer to our website for updated information and 

“Like” our Clermont DD Facebook page.   
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Legion of  Champions 
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The Mt. Carmel American Legion recently made 

donations to several nonprofit organizations in Clermont 

County…Clermont DD was lucky to be one of them. 

 

On March 19, Post 72 held a dinner to celebrate their 

97th anniversary and to recognize those who make a 

difference in our community.  The Ladies Auxiliary 

presented awards to several members, and the American 

Legion officers saluted their members for their years of 
membership and dedication.  The Union Township Fire 

and EMS as well as Union Township Police recognized 

employees for their hard work throughout the year. 

 

Commander Ron Hartman then explained that, with the closure of their own nonprofit, they would be 

opening a Charity Account through their State Headquarters.  Their nonprofit had a balance of over $52,000, 

so they worked with the Ohio Attorney General’s office to donate these existing funds to the following 

charities:  UT Fire Department, $2,500; UT Police Department, $2,500; Ohio Veterans Home, $5,000; Fisher 

House, $5,000; Joseph House, $5,000; Dogs 4 Warriors, $5,000; Clermont County Special Olympics, $5,000; 

Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities, $5,000; Ohio Gift for Yanks Program, 

$7,200; and Clermont County Children’s Protective Services, $10,000.   

 

We were OVERWHELMED with this donation, which will be added to the Clermont DD community activity 

fund.  This money will be used for activities (of which Post 72 hosts two each year), and will assist individuals 

to attend trainings and seminars for self advocacy.  Our thanks to the Mt. Carmel American Legion Post 72 

for their generosity and support! 

 

We are ready to present Volume 19 of the “Clermont DD is 

Cookin” Cookbook at the Clermont County Fair this summer, so 

we need your favorite recipes.  If you have a yummy casserole, 

dessert, main dish, or appetizer you are willing to share, please 

send it our way.  We also love including fun projects for kids so if 

you are a Pinterest fanatic, consider sending us your favorites. 

 

To submit a recipe or project, please email:  sdiesel@clermontdd.org.  Feel free to download and mail your recipe 

form from our website at clermontdd.org. 

  All recipes should be mailed to:   

Suzanne Diesel, Clermont DD,  

2040 US Highway 50, Batavia, OH 45103. 

Recipes Needed 



Weekly Online Updates 
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Stay up-to-date with everything taking place at Clermont DD by subscribing to our online 

newsletter!  We still publish “The Beacon” six times per year, but online notifications occur 

weekly.   

 

Our online service is through Cerkl.com.  This is pronounced “circle” and is a great way to 

get information delivered to you when you want it (not just when we send it).  Tarik Kamil started 

Cerkl.com because he was on the Madeira School Board and they were looking for ways to get the word out 

about the great things happening in their district.  Now, several districts and agencies including Clermont 

DD, Clermont County Veterans Commission, Pierce Township, and The Boys and Girls Club are using Cerkl 
to send out their information.  It takes less than 2 minutes to set up your profile, and then you can choose 

which areas of the county to follow.   

 

For more information, call (513) 732-4921 or email ldavis@clermontdd.org.  To sign up immediately, go to 

www.cerkl.com, fill out your profile, and look for “Clermont County Developmental Disabilities.”  This is 

FREE, so don’t delay!  

This could be the BEST FATHER'S DAY EVER!!  Sunday, 

June 19 marks the 2nd Annual Rusty Races, benefiting all 

Rusty Ball beneficiaries including CLERMONT DD!!    

 

This event includes a timed 5K, Recreational 5K Run/

Walk, and Kids Fun Run.  Online registration includes 

Rusty Race Shirt, Coney Island Parking and All-Day 

Classic Ride Pass!  $30 Adults / $10 Kids 12 & Under - 

Select “Clermont DD Empowers Me” as your charity of your choice and a portion of your entry fee 

comes back to us! 

 

Schedule of Events: 

9:00 AM: Race Day Onsite Registration (Does not include Rusty Race Shirt--so register early online) 

10:30 AM: Kids Fun Run 

11:00 AM Timed 5K & Recreational Run/Walk 

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM: The Rusty Griswolds 

1:00 PM - 8:00 PM Coney Island BaconFest!  Everything is Better with Bacon... especially Fathers' 

Day!!  Bacon Fest is all about dad, food trucks, and of course, BACON! Come and sample all kinds of tasty 

bacon dishes from local food truck vendors.  

 

To register, go to:  https://secure.getmeregistered.com/get_information.php?event_id=123801  or go to 

www.getmeregistered.com and search for the “Rusty Races.”  Questions?  Call 513-732-5027. 

Rusty Races 5K 
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The mission of the Clermont County Board of Developmental Disabilities is to promote safe and supportive environments 

while understanding our responsibility to respect the choices and needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and to 

empower them to be engaged in their community.  

YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR LEVY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

This ½ page ad is paid for by the Committee to Support People with Disabilities ~ Gerald Werring, Treasurer 


